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Master Course Syllabus

Course Discipline and Number: HUMN/ENGL 285H Year: 2023-2024
Course Title: Classic Epic in Transition - Honors Credit Hours: 3

Attendance Policy: To maintain good grades, regular attendance in class is necessary. Absence from class is
considered a serious matter and absence never excuses a student from class work. It is the responsibility of all
instructors to distribute reasonable attendance policies in writing during the first week of class. Students are required
to comply with the attendance policy set by each of their instructors. Students are not penalized if they are unable to
attend classes or participate in exams on particular days because of religious beliefs, in accordance with Chapter
161, Section 224-a of the Education Law of the State of New York. Students who plan to be absent from classroom
activity for religious reasons should discuss the absence in advance with their instructors. See college catalog for
more information.

Services for Students with Disabilities: It is the College's policy to provide, on an individual basis, appropriate
academic adjustments for students with disabilities, which may affect their ability to fully participate in program or
course activities or to meet course requirements. Students with disabilities should contact the Coordinator of Access
and Equity Services, to discuss their particular need for accommodations. All course materials are available in
alternate formats upon request.

Course Description

This course introduces the classical epics: the lliad, Odyssey, and Aeneid. These great poems provide important views
of ancient Greek and Roman culture, mythology, and civilization. Their influence ranges over thousands of years, from
ancient epic and tragedy to a variety of modern and contemporary arts. As pillars in the western canon of great books,
they remain a focus of literary theory and criticism today. Students in this course are required to participate in research
and discussion. Open to students in the honors program or by instructor permission. Prerequisites: ENGL 102; RDNG

116 if required by placement testing. 3 Cr. (3 Lec.) Occasionally.

Course Context/Audience

Intended for students in the honors program, this course satisfies a humanities, liberal arts, or unrestricted elective
requirement. While the course can be of use to any student interested in a better understanding of western civilization, it
is particularly appropriate for those who wish to pursue a program or career in literature or in the teaching of literature.
Moreover, those interested in teaching secondary school English should find this course near the top of their list.

Basic Skills/Entry Level Expectations
Writing: WC College level writing skills are required. See course co-requisites or pre-requisites.
Math: MO Course requires very little or no math.

Reading: R4 Before taking this course, students must satisfactorily complete RDNG 116 or have assessment indicating
that no reading course was required.

Course Goals

1. To develop familiarity with epic poetry as an important genre of human expression. The study of these three epics will
enable students to recognize the techniques of epic poetry and the strong connection these epics have to the values and
mores of their respective cultures.

2. To build student knowledge concerning the mythology of Greece and Rome. Since these myths are found in much of
Western Literature, this knowledge should prove invaluable in the student’s subsequent studies of literature and culture.

3. To acquaint the student with classical Greek and Roman civilization. Literature occurs in a context; instruction in the
course will provide the classical context for these epics.

4. To strengthen the ability of the student to locate relevant critical research and to analyze the positions and relative
merits of the research found.

5. To provide students with the opportunity to express their ideas in informed discussions and in formal presentations.



6. To sharpen the reading skills of students. The three epics in question present a challenge to the modern reader
because of the density of concept and content that are developed in the texts. For example such themes as Kleos (Glory
and Reputation), Nostos (Homecoming), and Xenia (Hospitality) appear frequently in the texts, and the student reader
will learn to recognize and appreciate the conceptual reverberations that are taking place.

7. To occasion an epiphany in students as they become aware of the artistic power and sophistication at work in the
ancient world.

8. To develop in students a sense of enjoyment in the life of the mind. In this course they will find the reading of great art,
the discussion of various perspectives, and the process of research that brings their minds into conversation with great
thinkers to be among the most enjoyable aspects of a full life.

Course Objectives/Topics

Objective/Topic # Hours
The epic tradition 1 Hour
Discussion of The lliad 9 Hours
Hourly exam 1 Hour
Discussions of The Odyssey 9 Hours
Student presentations on the lliad or Odyssey 3 Hours
Summary and comparison of lliad and Odyssey 1.5 Hour
Second hourly exam 1 Hour
Introduction to classical Rome 1.5 Hour
Discussions of the Aeneid 9 Hours
Student presentations on the Aeneid 3 Hours
Summary and comparison of Homer and Virgil 1.5 Hour
The influences of Homer and Virgil 1.5 Hour
Final exam 3 Hours

General Education Goals - Critical Thinking & Social/Global Awareness

How does the course address Critical Thinking (include required or

Critical Thinking
Outcomes

recommended instructional resources, strategies, learning activities,
assignments, etc., that must or could be used.)

Students will be able
to develop meaningful
questions to address
problems or issues.

Students will be able
to gather, interpret,
and evaluate relevant
sources of information.

Students will be able
to reach informed
conclusions and
solutions.

Students will be able
to consider analytically
the viewpoints of self
and others.

Reading of the epics as well as of critical texts will provide significant
challenge. Presentations and discussions will underscore keen listening and
the informed articulation of ideas.

The presentations on critical perspectives will engage the student in the
process of locating, evaluating, and synthesizing critical research. The ability
to apply critical perspectives beyond the text mentioned in the criticism will be
encouraged.

While the epics themselves present varying perspectives concerning the
human experience, classroom discussion will present each student with a
panoply of perspectives with respect to the meaning of literary text and the
soundness of critical opinion developed in student presentations.




How does the course address Social/Global Awareness (include
Social/Global Awareness | required or recommended instructional resources, strategies, learning
Outcomes activities, assignments, etc., that must or could be used)
> Students will beginto | Understanding the cultural context of this outstanding poetry will inevitability
understand how their increase the student’s familiarity with the glory that was Greece and the

lives shape and are grandeur that was Rome.

shaped by the

complex world in Both the Greeks and the Romans use their epic as models and guides for
which they live. citizens to understand the complexity, challenges, and duties inherent in the

human experience.

> Students will
understand that their
actions have social
consequences.

> Students will
understand that their
actions have
economic
consequences.

> Students will
understand that their
actions have
environmental
consequences.

Instructional Methods

A variety of instructional methods including lecture, discussion, student presentations, exams and audio-visual resources
should be used in the course. However, reading the texts will be the primary method for learning. To assist students in
their reading, they will have access to recordings read by professional performers.

Methods of Assessment/Evaluation

Method % Course Grade
Two hourly exams 30%

Two student presentations 30%

Final exam 20%
Attendance and participation 10%

Numerous quizzes, assessing student preparation of the reading assignments 10%

Text(s)

Required, The lliad, Robert Fagles., Latest edition, © 1998. New York: Penguin.
Required, The Odyssey., Robert Fagles., Latest edition, © 2005. New York: Penguin.
Required, The Aeneid., Robert Fitzgerald., Latest edition, © 1990. New York: Vintage Classics.
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Other Learning Resources

Audiovisual

Numerous media have been developed around the classical epics. Recent films, like Troy and O Brother, Where Art
Thou?, attest to the enduring interest of these essential stories. Where time, availability and finances permit, the course
will include some of these materials, either during scheduled class time or as resources on reserve.

Electronic
A variety of excellent web sites present information, commentary and analysis on Homer, Virgil, epic, and related topics.
There are abundant materials to supplement and enhance students’ readings of the poems.

Other
No resources specified



