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Tompkins Cortland Community College 

Master Course Syllabus 

 

Course Discipline and Number: ESL 090  Year: 2023-2024 

Course Title: Writing and Grammar I  Credit Hours: 4  
 

I. Course Description:  This is a high-level beginning writing and grammar course intended for non-native speakers of 
English who need additional support to move from general to academic English. Students will develop basic writing skills 
including, but not limited to, the composing process, development of ideas, and sentence structure. Grammar work will 
emphasize simple verb tenses, uses of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives. Prerequisites: Appropriate assessment test 
score. 4 Equivalent credits. (4 Lec.)   
 
 
II. Additional Course Information:   
 

 
 
III. Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Produce narratives with some control of basic grammar and sentence structure.  

2. Produce an organized, focused, and detailed paragraph. 

3. Use the principles of grammar to write sentences with correct word order. 

4. Understand the steps in the writing process, including planning, drafting, editing, and revising. 
 
 
IV. Tompkins Cortland General Education & SUNY Competency Goals 
 
☒ Critical thinking (Tompkins Cortland GE Goal; SUNY Competency) 
- Students will develop critical thinking skills by reflecting on and evaluating their own work and the work of others.  
- Students will respond to a variety of sources such as text material, online videos, and class discussion to arrive at 

informed and logically supported conclusions.  
- In this diverse class, students are continually considering the viewpoints of others through pair work, group work, 

class discussion, and peer editing. 
 
☒ Social/Global Awareness 
- Students taking this course come from countries all over the world and it is not unusual to have students from every 

non-English speaking continent represented in one class.  The diverse nature of the student body in this class brings 
different perspectives on many issues into sharp focus in the classroom discussions. Chapter topics help students 
analyze and understand the consequences of human actions.  

 
☒ Information Management 
- Students use Blackboard regularly as well as word processing programs. The instructor demonstrates how to 

properly format a word processing document for academic paragraphs.  
 
☐ This course does not address either of these Tompkins Cortland or SUNY General Education Goals. 

1. This non-credit course may not be applied toward any degree or certificate program, but it may be counted 
towards a full-time load for student visa and/or financial aid purposes.  

2. This course is a prerequisite for ESL 110 when required by initial assessment and advising. 
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V. Essential Topics/Themes 
 

 
 
VI. Methods of Assessment/Evaluation 
 
Method % Course Grade 

1. Writing Assignments: Students will complete several short writing assignments, 
including, but not limited to, personal narratives, response to readings, writing prompts, 
and a writing journal.  

40% - 50% 
 

2. Quizzes on grammar and sentence structure; final grammar and writing exam 20% - 30% 

3. Homework and online assignments  20% - 30% 

4. Class participation, including attendance  10% - 15% 

 
 
VII. Texts  
The following texts are recommended.  The instructor decides which book to require.  

Editions listed are current as of date of syllabus.  More recent editions may be used. 
 
VIII. Bibliography of Supplemental Materials 

Editions listed are current as of date of syllabus.  More recent editions may be used. 
 

 

1. Introduction to Academic ESL  

2. Sentence structure  

3. Basic grammar, including verb tenses, noun usage, and word order 

4. Writing narratives 

5. Writing short paragraphs  

1. Writing: Great Writing 1, 4th edition: Ken Folse, Cengage  

2. Writing: Longman Academic Writing Series 1, 2nd edition: Linda Butler, Pearson 

3. Grammar:  Grammar Explorer 1, 1st edition: Daphne Mackey, Cengage 

4. Grammar:  Basic English Grammar, 4th edition: Betty Azar, Pearson 

1. Corbett, John. Intercultural Language Activities. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015. 

2. Friere, Paulo. Teachers as Cultural Workers. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 2005.  

3. Larsen-Freeman, Diane. The Grammar Book, An ESL/EFL Teacher’s Course. New York: Heinle ELT, 2015. 

4. Richard-Amato, Patricia. Making It Happen: Interaction in the Second Language Classroom. Pearson-

Longman, 2010. 
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IX. Other Learning Resources 

Audiovisual:  
YouTube for various videos on aspects of grammar and writing for English language learners 
NPR and Voice of America offer both written and audio versions of many of their news stories.  
Electronic:   
Instructors are encouraged to set up an online discussion board 
Instructors are encouraged to use companion websites that accompany textbooks 
YouTube for grammar and writing self-study 
Capital Community College - http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/ 
Purdue Online Writing Lab - https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 
Writing Tips/Parts of a Sentence - http://www2.actden.com/writ_den/tips/sentence/index.htm 
Many Things for Entry-level grammar - http://www.manythings.org 

Other: No resources specified 

 
Attendance Policy: To maintain good grades, regular attendance in class is necessary. Absence from class is 
considered a serious matter and absence never excuses a student from class work. It is the responsibility of all 
instructors to distribute reasonable attendance policies in writing during the first week of class. Students are required 
to comply with the attendance policy set by each of their instructors. Students are not penalized if they are unable to 
attend classes or participate in exams on particular days because of religious beliefs, in accordance with Chapter 161, 
Section 224-a of the Education Law of the State of New York. Students who plan to be absent from classroom activity 
for religious reasons should discuss the absence in advance with their instructors. See college catalog for more 
information. 
 
Services for Students with Disabilities: It is the College's policy to provide, on an individual basis, appropriate 
academic adjustments for students with disabilities, which may affect their ability to fully participate in program or 
course activities or to meet course requirements. Students with disabilities should contact the Coordinator of Access 
and Equity Services, to discuss their particular need for academic adjustments. All course materials are available in 
alternate formats upon request. 
 
Academic Integrity:  Every student at Tompkins Cortland Community College is expected to act in an academically 
honest fashion in all aspects of his or her academic work: in writing papers and reports, in taking examinations, in 
performing laboratory experiments and reporting the results, in clinical and cooperative learning experiences, and in 
attending to paperwork such as registration forms. 
Any written work submitted by a student must be his or her own. If the student uses the words or ideas of someone 
else, he or she must cite the source by such means as a footnote. Our guiding principle is that any honest evaluation 
of a student’s performance must be based on that student’s work. Any action taken by a student that would result in 
misrepresentation of someone else’s work or actions as the student’s own — such as cheating on a test, submitting 
for credit a paper written by another person, or forging an advisor’s signature — is intellectually dishonest and 
deserving of censure. 
Several degree programs offer student learning opportunities (such as internships, field work, and clinical 
experiences) outside the standard classroom setting. As part of the learning process, students must understand and 
engage in conduct that adheres to principles guiding employment within the professional workplace. These behaviors 
include, but are not limited to, academic integrity, accountability, reliability, respect, use of appropriate language and 
dress, civility, professional ethics, honesty, and trustworthiness. Disciplinary action may be initiated for inappropriate 
conduct occurring while participating in any course-related project or event. 
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