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Course Discipline and Number: ENGL101 Year: 2018-2019 
Course Title: Academic Writing II Credit Hours: 3 
 
Attendance Policy: To maintain good grades, regular attendance in class is necessary. Absence from class is 
considered a serious matter and absence never excuses a student from class work. It is the responsibility of all 
instructors to distribute reasonable attendance policies in writing during the first week of class. Students are required 
to comply with the attendance policy set by each of their instructors. Students are not penalized if they are unable to 
attend classes or participate in exams on particular days because of religious beliefs, in accordance with Chapter 
161, Section 224-a of the Education Law of the State of New York. Students who plan to be absent from classroom 
activity for religious reasons should discuss the absence in advance with their instructors. See college catalog for 
more information. 
Services for Students with Disabilities: It is the College's policy to provide, on an individual basis, appropriate 
academic adjustments for students with disabilities, which may affect their ability to fully participate in program or 
course activities or to meet course requirements. Students with disabilities should contact the Coordinator of Access 
and Equity Services, to discuss their particular need for accommodations. All course materials are available in 
alternate formats upon request. 
 
Course Description 
This course develops and refines student writing in an academic context. Students engage and respond to challenging 
texts as they develop critical thinking skills. They learn to support their ideas with credible, authoritative information from 
academic sources and to recognize audience, purpose, and bias. Special sections may center on a theme. ENGL 101 
fulfills the SUNY General Education Basic Communication requirement. An honors section is offered. Prerequisites: C or 
better grade in ENGL 100 or appropriate assessment; prior completion or concurrent enrollment in RDNG 116 if required 
by placement testing. 3 Cr. (3 Lec.)  Fall and spring semesters. 
 
Course Context/Audience 
Academic Writing II is required of students in all degree programs. It fulfills the SUNY General Education Basic 
Communication requirement. It is a college credit bearing course expected to transfer to other colleges, especially those 
with a two- course writing sequence. Special sections of this course may focus on themes derived from individual 
academic disciplines or topics of interest to students. 
 
Basic Skills/Entry Level Expectations 
Writing: WC College-level writing skills are required. See course prerequisites for details. 
Math: M0 Very limited or no math skills are required. 
Reading: R3 If required, the student must be concurrently enrolled in RDNG 116. The course requires reading of 

mostly beginning college-level materials and limited higher college-level materials that will also be 
covered in class. 

Course Goals 
Students completing English 101 Academic Writing II will be prepared to write introductory-level researched, documented 
papers in the academic disciplines. 

Course Objectives/Topics 

Objective/Topic % Course 

Critical Thinking  (examining context, distinguishing relevant from irrelevant information, detecting 
bias, identifying unstated assumptions, making inferences  using deductive and  inductive logic, 
and recognizing logical fallacies.) 

30% 



Research Process (finding sources, evaluating sources, topic development, and documenting 
sources) 25% 

Synthesis (integrating source material using summary, paraphrase, and quotation)   15% 

Writing process (planning, thesis generating, drafting, and organization)   20% 

Revision   10% 

 
 
General Education Goals - Critical Thinking & Social/Global Awareness  
 

CRITICAL THINKING 
OUTCOMES 

HOW  DOES THE COURSE ADDRESS THE OUTCOMES 
(Include required or recommended instructional resources, strategies, 
learning activities, assignments, etc.,  that must or could be used to 

address the goal/outcomes) 
 
 
Students will be able to 
 
 develop meaningful questions to 

address problems or issues. 
 
 gather, interpret, and evaluate 

relevant sources of information.  
 

 reach informed conclusions and 
solutions. 

 
 consider analytically the 

viewpoints of self and others. 
 

 
 
Students will formulate thesis statements and develop ideas on meaningful 
topics. Students write essays based on responses to academic texts or 
research. 
 
A course objective is for students to find, comprehend, and integrate informed 
sources into their writing. Students may attend library research/orientation 
sessions. 
 
Students will respond to a variety of sources such as text material, library 
research, and class discussion to arrive at informed and logically supported 
conclusions. 
 
Discussion of and/or written response to diverse readings will give students the 
opportunity to examine multiple perspectives. 
 

SOCIAL/GLOBAL AWARENESS 
OUTCOMES 

HOW  DOES THE COURSE ADDRESS THE OUTCOMES 
(Include required or recommended instructional resources, strategies, 
learning activities, assignments, etc.,  that must or could be used to 

address the goal/outcomes) 
 
 Students will begin to understand 

how their lives are shaped by the 
complex world in which they live. 

 
 
 Students will understand that 

their actions have social, 
economic and environmental  
consequences. 

 

 
While students examine perspective in their writing and course readings, 
students will consider how social, economic, and/or environmental contexts 
have helped to inform these various perspectives and how individual action has 
social consequences.  
 
Recommended learning activities may include assigned readings, class room 
discussion, in-class activities, directed paper assignments, guided research 
papers, independent research papers, media presentations, student 
presentations, suggested or directed attendance at appropriate outside events 
or any other teaching methods which promote student’s social and global 
awareness. 
 

 
Instructional Methods 
Instructors may use a variety of methods, including lecture, discussion, multi-media presentations, journal writing, in-class 
writing, workshops, collaboration, and library research sessions. 
 
 
 



Methods of Assessment/Evaluation 

Method % Course 
Grade 

A minimum of four source-based and investigative, analytical, or argumentative essays with at least one 
essay based primarily on student research will be evaluated on the major aspects of good writing, including 
grammar. At least one assignment will be written in class. 

 60-80%   

Research may be assessed through essays, annotated bibliographies, exams, or other assignments.  15-25%   
Response to readings, journals, or writing exercises.   0-10%   
Attendance and participation   0-5%   

 
Text(s) /Required Materials: 
Suggested:  Handbook and Reader, Latest Edition. 
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Other Learning Resources 

Audiovisual 
No resources specified 
Electronic 
Students can use library book catalogs and general multi-subject databases such as Academic Search Complete and 
Proquest or more subject specific databases. 
 
Instructors and students can use companion websites for course readers and writing or grammar handbooks. 
Other 
No resources specified  

 


